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of mature sites occupied  
by great crested newt

90% 
of ponds have a Habitat 
Suitability Index score  
of Excellent or Good

96%

Compensation ponds are carefully designed,  
located and managed to maximise long-term success. 
Monitoring shows that high habitat quality is driving 
strong colonisation rates and supporting populations  
at the landscape scale.

Outperforming regional  
and national ponds
Ponds created through the scheme are more likely  
to support great crested newt than ponds in the  
wider countryside. This reflects a focus on site  
selection, clean water and best-practice habitat  
design and management.

One of two restored ‘ghost’ ponds in Hertfordshire.  
Recognised as Priority ponds they support a range  
of uncommon wetland plants and are home to breeding  
great crested newt.

NCP South Midlands ponds

37%

Regional ponds

24%

National ponds

14%

2021-2025 monitoring results confirm NatureSpace’s 
pioneering developer-funded, high-quality habitat 
creation and restoration schemes are delivering 
consistently strong outcomes for great crested  
newt and wider freshwater wildlife.

Creating high-quality habitat  
for great crested newt
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l  Strategic, landscape-scale delivery
Habitat is located and designed to support 
connectivity and great crested newt population 
recovery, rather than relying on isolated,  
site-by-site mitigation.

l  More habitat created than is lost
High compensation ratios are applied, reversing 
historic habitat loss and increasing pond density  
in the landscape.

l  Local compensation delivery
Development impacts are compensated for locally, 
supporting local nature recovery strategies.

l  Compensation in advance of impacts
Compensation habitat is secured and delivered 
before development impacts occur, ensuring that 
losses are addressed proactively rather than 
retrospectively.

l  Focus on clean water and habitat quality
Clean water pond creation and restoration is 
fundamental to conservation success, with careful 
site selection and design to ensure long-term  
habitat suitability.

l  Long-term management and monitoring
Habitats are secured with long-term (25-year) funded 
management agreements and monitoring, allowing 
outcomes to be tracked and sustained over time.

l  Fully funded by development
All habitat creation, management and monitoring  
is funded through developer contributions,  
with no reliance on grants or taxpayer funding.

l  Certainty and efficiency for developers
By maintaining a habitat bank and working ahead  
of impacts, the schemes reduce delays, uncertainty 
and risk compared to traditional site-by-site licensing.

 

Principles guiding the  
NatureSpace licensing schemes
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Restoring clean water to the countryside
Clean water is essential for healthy 
freshwater ecosystems. Returning 
clean water to the countryside  
creates valuable freshwater habitats 
for plants, amphibians and aquatic 
invertebrates.

of ponds have  
clean water 

95%
4

Supporting freshwater wildlife

of ponds created  
or restored have 
reached Priority status

91% 58%
of ponds support  
regionally or nationally 
threatened plants

Wider biodiversity assessments show ponds created 
through the schemes are among the highest-quality 
freshwater habitats in the landscape. The benefits to 
threatened wetland plants and other Priority species  
such as toad, highlights the value of the schemes  
beyond great crested newt.

Working in partnership to deliver results
The Newt Conservation Partnership delivers  
compensation habitat for the NatureSpace Licensing 
schemes and is backed by two national charities,  
Amphibian Reptile Conservation and Freshwater  
Habitats Trust, who set our best practice standards.

For more information about the NatureSpace Licensing 
schemes visit: www.naturespaceuk.com

https://www.good-thinking.info/

