
Invasive Non-Native 
Plants



Invasive alien plants are becoming increasingly widespread 
in the UK. Species of particular concern are: 

• New Zealand Pigmyweed (Crassula Helmsii )
• Parrot’s Feather (Myriophyllum aquaticum)
• Floating  Pennywory (Hydrocotyle ranunculoides)
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Other invasive non-native plants to avoid introducing into 
the wider countryside include: 

• Water Fern (Azolla filiculoides)
• Canadian Pondweed (Elodea canadensis)
• Nuttal’s Pondweed (Elodea nuttallii)
• Curly Waterweed (Myriophyllum aquaticum)
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Pondweed & Waterweed



• The best policy is to regularly look out for these plants, 
and if found remove them immediately before they 
begin to spread.

• Once they have colonised a pond, it can often be 
difficult and sometimes impossible , to remove them.

• If it is necessary to use herbicides to control alien 
plants , inform the authorities (Environment Agency) 
and use a registered operator.

Killing invasive alien plants



One of the most problematic invasive plants to remove. 
The main options are:

• Repeat spraying with herbicide (glyphosate)
• Shading the plant by covering with black plastic.
• Physical removal.

NB. New Zealand Pygmyweed can grow from a tiny piece 
so it is imperative that all footwear and equipment used 
is thoroughly cleaned!

Killing invasive alien plants
New Zealand Pygmyweed



Parrot’s Feather
• This can be removed by hand , or sprayed with 

herbicide.
• It is green in winter so can be treated when most 

native plants are dormant.

Floating Pennywort
• Mechanical treatment is not effective for controlling 

this species because small fragments regrow.
• Spraying currently appears to be the only practical 

option for eradication.

Killing invasive alien plants
Parrot’s Feather & Floating Pennywort



• None of these species should be deliberately added to 
ponds but, there is a dilemma whether it is appropriate 
to remove them.

• All are now naturalised in Britain, and it will be 
impossible to keep them out of many ponds.

• They are all robust submerged species and can provide 
an underwater habitat in polluted ponds where native 
species do not thrive.

Before management to remove these species, be clear 
what the benefits will be.

Removing other non-natives
Canadian & Nuttall’s Pondweed and Curley Waterweed



http://www.nonnativespecies.org/index.cfm?sectionid=47

GB Non-native species secretariat 
(NNSS)

http://www.nonnativespecies.org/



Invasive Plants or Infections



Thank you for listening!


